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Contributors
Laila Abdalla received her Ph.D. from McGill University in Montreal, Canada. Currently she is
professor of medieval and early modern literature and culture at Central Washington University.
Dr. Abdalla’s research interests focus on issues to do with literary representations of the body.
Of particular current interest is the nexus between language and physicality in medieval
literature, and the contestation that occurs between geographic site and gender in early modern
drama.

Timothy A. Collins is currently a MA candidate at Buffalo State College in Buffalo, New York
with ambitions to pursue a doctorate and a career teaching English literature at the college level.
Collins did his undergraduate work at the University of Buffalo with a major in English,
graduating cum laude. He presented a paper entitled, “The Personal Universal: Dead Man and
Nostalghia, Their Auteurs and National Cinemas” at the 2011 English Literature Graduate
Colloquium at Concordia University in Montreal, Quebec in 2011. His poetry has been published
in A Few Lines Magazine while many other submissions are pending. He hopes to have the
opportunity to publish more, and eventually a collection. His current research interests include
post-structural theory, literary representation, tropes of metaphor, modernist poetry and
experimental poetry with a concentration in Jacques Derrida, Jean Baudrillard, Walter Benjamin,
James Joyce, Wallace Stevens, Ezra Pound, French Symbolism, sound poetry and rap.

Prakash Kona is an Indian novelist, essayist, poet and theorist. He lives in Hyderdad, India
where he is an Associate Professor in the Department of English Literature at The English and
Foreign Languages University (EFLU). He is the author of Nunc Stans [Creative Non-fiction:
2009, Crossing Chaos enigmatic ink, Ontario, Canada], Pearls of an Unstrung Necklace [Fiction:
2005, Fugue State Press, New York], Streets that Smell of Dying Roses [Experimental Fiction:
2003, Fugue State Press, New York]. His areas of interest include: Marxism with special
emphasis on Gramsci and Rosa Luxemburg, history of Anarchism, Avant-garde poetry, Third
World Resistance Writing, Autobiography as a form of fiction, Peasant cultures, Anti-state
politics, Debates on violence and extremism, Eastern and Western Philosophy, Feminist theory
especially French and American, Working-class and marginalized subcultures, Revolutionary art
forms, and Mass-centered movements.

Darlene Leifson holds a PhD in humanities from the University of Texas at Dallas and an MA
in applied drama and theatre from Eastern Michigan University. She has taught classes in
humanities, speech, drama, performance, communication, and creativity at Eastern Michigan
University and the University of Texas at Dallas. Her research interests include creativity
studies, performance theory, and dramatic literature, especially the work of French existential
philosopher and dramatist Gabriel Marcel (1889-1973). She is particularly interested in using
performance concepts to examine the creative process in the arts and sciences.

Miriam Hernández was born in the United States but brought up in both sides of the border,
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, and Brownsville, Texas. She is currently enrolled in the University of
Texas at Brownsville where she is pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in fine arts. “An American’s
Sunrise” is her first publication and hopes to continue writing in greater depth in the future,
including short stories and poetry.

Daniel Perez is a lecturer at The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost
College. He has an MA in Literature from The University of Texas at San Antonio. His
research interests include deconstruction and interdisciplinary approaches to academics. He has
presented at College Reading and Learning Assosication (CRLA) and National Institute for Staff
and Organizational Development.

Emily January Petersen holds a B.A. in English from BrighamYoung University and an M.A.
in English from Weber State University. She currently teaches composition courses as an
adjunct instructor, but has experience as an editor in the security department of a large
corporation. She has previously been published in Sunstone, Compendium2, and Indiana
English. When she isn't teaching or writing, she is a mother to her two little girls, Olivia and
Daphne.

Beccie Randhawa was born in Birmingham, England, but raised on the West coast of Canada,
and received her BA in Honors English from the University of British Columbia in her
hometown of Vancouver, BC. She went on to earn her MA and PhD in English literature from
Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. In addition to teaching a wide variety of literature
courses, she was also privileged to work in the prestigious Arts One program at her alma mater
UBC, in which she had the pleasure to teach comparatively European and Indian literature,
philosophy and history. She has published and presented papers in her major fields of The Long
Eighteenth Century literature, Early American literature, Postcolonial theory, Transatlantic
studies, Border studies and World Literature. Her current book project, entitled tentatively
"Creolism and the (Un) Making of Imperial Fictions" concerns the conceptualizing and writing
of a Creole History during the Enlightenment. Her other academic interests include Gothic
literature and the Postcolonial detective novel.

Mimosa Summers Stephenson, who holds a Ph.D. in Victorian literature from Texas
Technological College, is Professor of English at the University of Texas at Brownsville, where
she teaches Shakespeare, Milton, and the Bible as Literature. She has also taught at Hong Kong
Baptist College, William Jewell College, and Xiamen University in the People’s Republic of
China, the last under a Fulbright Grant. Her articles (most with her husband Will Stephenson)
have been published in such journals as Studies in Browning and His Circle, Studies in Scottish
Literature, The Chaucer Review, The Nathaniel Hawthorne Review, and Studies in American
Humor.

Nicholas Webber is an English literature Ph.D. student at the University of Hong Kong. His
thesis looks at the theoretical implications of the portmanteau-word across multiple locations—
that is, for example, as a rhetorical feature in text, as a subversive linguistic act within
(post)colonial literature, and as a progressive, ethical model for social interaction and political
change conceived more generally. Prior to coming to Hong Kong, he studied at Queen Mary
(University of London) and the University of Sussex.

